
 
December 2020 

Dear Faith Community Church family,  

How does one effectively encapsulate the highs and lows of a year like 2020? You don’t need me to 
describe to you the chaos and turmoil of the last 10 months. However, you may appreciate taking the time to 
recount just some of the ways God has proven faithful and steadfast in His loving kindness to and through 
Faith Community Church. 

Perhaps most notably, God led our congregation through a successful Lead Pastor transition that came to 
completion in July. For 13 years Pastor Doug Baker and I served here together as genuine friends, partners, 
and brothers in Christ—and I am blessed to have been entrusted by him and the Elders to assume ongoing 
leadership responsibilities as your Lead Pastor. It’s a humbling honor and one I only accepted because I know 
God’s track-record of using ordinary (and less than ordinary) people to do extraordinary things by His enabling 
and sustaining grace. 

I also know full well that I am just one appendage in the much greater Body of Christ. In addition to 
welcoming the multi-talented Johnny Zacchio to the family as our new Pastor of Worship & Media, I 
continue to feel immensely blessed by so many of YOU—our partners in ministry, co-laborers in the gospel, 
and fellow partakers of God’s grace. Just consider the things God has accomplished through YOU and the 
rest of the local body of believers here at Faith Community! 

We have exhibited a genuine love and respect for our neighbors, community, and local governing leaders 
by gathering responsibly in the midst of this world-wide pandemic. We have had no less than a half-a-dozen 
varieties of Sunday morning set-up arrangements, in order to both maximize the use of our spacious outdoor 
area and praise God’s name in a public way (it’s always a joy to see people walking their dogs or riding their 
bikes by us as we worship Jesus). In fact, we’ve had a number of visitors join us for the first time because 
they passed by while we met outside. 

There have been other outdoor memories I won’t soon forget—including someone praying to receive Christ 
during one of our first Men’s Ministry meetings on the back patio. Similarly, seeing people baptized during 
our outdoor services has been a sight to behold! 

Throughout the COVID-19 crisis, we faithfully preached through the entire Book of Acts gaining 
encouragement from the strength and power seen in the early church. Then we were emboldened to thrive 
on earth as citizens of heaven as we preached verse by verse through Philippians. 

Even though the church building was utilized less this year, we committed it to God’s ongoing use and 
watched Independent Learning Academy teach over 100 students various academic courses throughout the 
sanctuary, kids’ classrooms, back patio, front lawn, and even our kitchen—all with an emphasis on Jesus and a 
biblical worldview. 

Embrace Grace, our ministry outreach to single-women experiencing unexpected or crisis pregnancies 
launched in early 2020—and even though we had to transition to virtual meetings, we saw our second 
semester of Bible studies and parenting training double the attendees of the first semester. This culminated in 
two HUGE virtual baby showers that produced very tangible gifts that will remind these young mothers of the 
love of Christ expressed to them through your generosity. 

Speaking of women—this year marked a long but fruitful season of rebuilding our Women’s Ministry. The 
time and effort spent has not been in vain, as the women have enjoyed flourishing bible studies through Jude 
and the Psalms. They also put on a successful outdoor Christmas Tea, where popular speaker and local NBC 
News anchor, Monica Dean shared an encouraging message from God’s Word about the goodness of God in 
the midst of otherwise “bad” seasons of life. (over) 
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Because of your commitment to support our various ministries and supported missionaries—your generous 
and consistent donations meant we didn’t have to drop a single missionary or organization from our support 
roster—nor did we reduce the amount we give each one. In fact, 2020 became a foundational year for our 
own Sonja Luce, who sold her Carlsbad home and purchased a residence in Cyprus—further cementing her 
call to reach the lost people and disciple the young believers of this Eastern Mediterranean country. She has 
asked us to pray for a number of “near converts” that she believes are close to placing their trust in Jesus. 

In more practical news, we launched a brand-new church website (www.myfaithcommunity.com), greatly 
expanded our reach on social media, have begun producing high quality original content and live-
streaming our Worship Services across the globe. 

So, what lies ahead of us in 2021? Well, we know that regardless of the status of the world around us, we 
will still be serving the God of the universe and Worshiping King Jesus wherever He leads us. 

As we have seen Faith Community live out its mission to devote itself to God, His People, and the World, 
our elders are contemplating fresh ways to communicate and live out our purposes as a church. We will begin 
to share more on that in the new year, but for now, please be in prayer for how we can grow in our desire to 
bring glory to God, live out His gospel, and not neglect the gathering of the saints. 

We want to see more and more people come to Christ, be baptized, grow in discipleship, serve the church 
and community, share the gospel with others…and see even more people come to Christ, be baptized, etc. 

In order to “press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called” us (Philippians 3:14), we need 
YOU.  As you consider all the ways to partner with us in gospel ministry through the giving of your time, 
talent, and treasure will you also prayerfully consider giving a tax-deductible year-end gift that will help us 
finish 2020 strong and set us up for a new year of new ventures in God’s kingdom work? 

Our biggest current needs are filling the staffing gaps in our Children’s and Student ministries. With 
decreased giving due to the impact of COVID-19, we have not been able to replace the Student 
Discipleship position that became vacant at Ethan Wormell’s departure. Furthermore, staffing funds in 
Creation Kids were reduced in order to balance the budget and we want to make sure we are poised to 
effectively reach and teach the next generation by partnering with parents as the primary disciplers of their 
children. 

We are making budgeted improvements to our sanctuary, but need to meet these staffing needs before 
returning our attention to the upstairs build-out. 

Even in the last few months, your generosity has allowed us to pay the utility bills of struggling single 
mothers, help get food, clothing, and shelter to members of the local homeless population, provide 
Christmas gifts to kids in need, and much much more (don’t forget the 100 shoebox Christmas gifts sent 
with the gospel to kids around the world!). God has never called us to help with a need that He has not also 
supplied the resources to meet. And He has done that through YOUR generous gifts! 
  

In Him, 

  

-Pastor Justin Windham
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“I thank my God every 
time I remember you.”  

-Philippians 1:3 


