
 

        

 Preparing for Baptism 

 

  

 

 1
2700 Rancho Pancho | 760-930-0400 | myfaithcommunity.com 



What is Baptism?  

1. Baptism is the act of being briefly and completely immersed in 
water as a way of picturing & proclaiming the new life we have 
through Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection.  

Colossians 2:6-12 
 “So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in 
him, 7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you 
were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 8 See to it that no one 
takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which 
depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world 
rather than on Christ. 9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in 
bodily form, 10 and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the 
head over every power and authority. 11 In him you were also 
circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a 
circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done 
by Christ, having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him 
through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the 
dead.”  

Romans 6:1-4 (NIV)  
“What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may 
increase? 2 By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any 
longer? 3 Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried 
with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a 
new life.” 

Baptism doesn’t make someone a Christian. It merely shows that they 
have already believed and committed themselves to living for Christ. 
Only faith in Jesus Christ and accepting his offer of forgiveness 
through the cross can save anyone.  

Baptism is like a wedding ring—it’s the outward symbol of an inner 
commitment a person has made in their heart. 
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“For by grace you have been saved, through faith, and that 
not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, not of works, so that no 
one can boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9 

“Christian baptism illustrates, in dramatic style, the death, 
burial, and resurrection of Christ. At the same time, it also 
illustrates our death to sin and new life in Christ. As the sinner 
confesses the Lord Jesus, he dies to sin (Romans 6:11) and is 
raised to a brand-new life (Colossians 2:12). Being submerged 
in the water represents death to sin, and emerging from the 
water represents the cleansed, holy life that follows salvation.” 
(GotQuestions.org) 

2. Baptism is an action commanded by Christ for all believers. 

“Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age." Matthew 28:18-20 

3. Baptism is a public way of letting people know that we are 
committed to following Jesus Christ and submitting to His rule 
over us.  

Why Do We Baptize by Immersion? 

1. Scripture indicates Jesus was baptized by immersion.  

“As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the 
water.” Matt 3:16 

2. Scripture indicates immersion as the New Testament 
model of baptism. 
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“…Then both Phillip and the man went down into the 
water and Phillip baptized him. When they came up out 
of the water…”Acts 8:38-39 

If this had been baptism by sprinkling, the water could 
have been administered from the supply of it in his 
caravan.  

Also, the Greek language here indicates that the act of coming 
up “out of” the water, indicated immersion in the water.  

“Now John (the Baptist) also was baptizing at Aenon, 
near Salim, because there was plenty of water, and 
people were constantly coming to be baptized.”  
John 3:23 

“Baptism” (baptidzo) was a word commonly used in the 
commercial dye industries of ancient Rome and Jerusalem.  

When a newly woven piece of fabric of wool or cotton was 
made, the weaver would often color it. They would take it to 
the dye merchant’s store where it would be lowered into a 
vat of colored dye. Different colors were used for different 
purposes: brown for everyday work, purple for royalty, blue 
for celebrations and special occasions, and so on. The act of 
immersing the cloth into the dye was called “baptidzo”. The 
fabric pieces were completely immersed in the dye and 
swirled around until they had completely taken on the new 
color. The fabric’s future use was, at that point, completely 
changed. It would now be useful for something new and 
purposeful.  

Jesus selected the word “baptidzo” to speak of a new 
Christian’s association with Himself. He fully intended us to 
see that when a person trusted Christ as their  Savior and was 
“baptized” into his death, burial, and resurrection, that they 
were taking on his “color” and new life.  
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No longer would they be marked by our world’s darkened 
color (“He has brought us from darkness into light”), rather 
their lives would be changed down to the very fibers of their 
souls into a bright new person.  

God invades and indwells them, coloring them to resemble 
Himself. Their entire future was forever altered by this new 
identification with Him. The act of being baptized symbolizes 
this new way of life.  

Martin Luther: “I would have those who are to be baptized 
to be entirely immersed, as the word imports and the mystery 
signifies.”  

John Calvin: “The word ‘baptize’ signifies to immerse. It is 
certain that immersion was the practice of the ancient 
church.” 

John Wesley: “…buried with him alludes to baptizing by 
immersion according to the custom of the first church.” 

Who Should Consider Being Baptized? 

1. Every person who has believed in (entrusted themselves 
to) Christ.  

 
“Those who accepted His message were baptized.” 
Acts 2:41 

“But when they believed Phillip as he preached the 
Good News…and the name of Jesus Christ, they were 
baptized, both men and women.” Acts 8:12 
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“Simon himself believed and was baptized.” Acts 8:13 
(see also Acts 9:18, 10:40,47-48; 16:14-15, 31-33, 
18:8, 19:4-5) 

2. Every person who is now a follower of God, but was 
baptized at an earlier stage of life before making a 
personal decision to trust Christ as Savior.  

“While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road 
through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he 
found some disciples 2 and asked them, ‘Did you 
receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?’ They 
answered, ‘No, we have not even heard that there is a 
Holy Spirit.’ 3 So Paul asked, "Then what baptism did 
you receive?’ ‘John's baptism," they replied.  
4 Paul said, ‘John's baptism was a baptism of 
repentance. He told the people to believe in the one 
coming after him, that is, in Jesus.’ 5 On hearing this, 
they were baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus.” 
Acts 19:1-5 (NIV)  

For these people, their baptism as believers came on the heels 
of an earlier baptism they had received when they followed 
John the Baptist. They had joined his movement as his 
disciples, but had not yet heard of Jesus Christ or been 
regenerated yet by the Holy Spirit. When Paul spoke about 
Jesus Christ and they believed, they were baptized into his 
name.  

Christian baptism always follows a personal belief in Jesus 
Christ. Thus, some who were baptized as children prior to any 
belief on their part can be identified with a movement or 
tradition, but when personal faith comes they should receive 
Christian baptism as an expression of personal faith in the 
risen Christ.  
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Regardless of age, someone who is considering baptism 
should profess faith in Christ and be able to give biblical 
responses to the following questions in their own words: 

• Can you briefly explain the gospel? 
• How does someone become a Christian? 
• When did you decide to entrust yourself to Jesus, as Savior 

from sin & Lord of your life? 
• Why would you like to be baptized? 

Do we Baptize Infants?  

No, we do not baptize infants based on our belief and the 
Biblical pattern that Christian baptism always follows personal 
faith in Christ. 

Some churches practice infant baptism as a means whereby 
the church and the parent’s hope to create a covenant with 
God on behalf of the child for their salvation. This custom 
began about 300 years after the Bible was completed and is 
not reflected in the scriptures as a practice.  

We provide infant/child dedications for parents wishing to 
create a covenant between God and themselves to raise their 
child “in the nurture and the admonition” of the Lord. This 
covenant has the benefit of offering the child a setting and 
instruction that will, in time, lead to their understanding of the 
Gospel message and accepting it.  

Why is Baptism Important? 

1. Christ modeled it. 
 
“At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and 
was baptized by John in the Jordan.” Mark 1:9 
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2. Christ commanded it. 
 
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son (The Lord Jesus) and of the Holy Spirit…”  
Matt 28:19-20 

When a person is baptized and identified with God, 
He intends that they be known by his name 
(singular)…which is not just “Christian”…but is rather 
the name of the Triune God- Father, Son, and Spirit.  

Everything the Father, Son, and Spirit are known for 
and are doing in the world is what we too are to be 
known for.  
 The Father…for loving mankind 
 The Son….for serving and saving mankind 
 The Spirit…for setting apart mankind to love  

and live for God 

By being baptized we are declaring to all that we 
desire to be known by the Father’s love, the Son’s 
sacrifice, and the Spirit’s sanctifying work.  

3. It’s an act of faithful obedience in response to God’s Word 
& Holy Spirit. 

 
“…many of the people who heard about him believed 
and were baptized.” Acts 18:8 

“We know that we have come to know him, if we 
obey his commands.” 1 John 2:3 

“…your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, 
whom you have from God? You are not your own, for 
you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your 
body.” 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 
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When Should a Christian be Baptized? 

As soon as they have believed!  

“Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and 
told him the good news about Jesus. As they traveled along 
the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, 
‘Look, here is water. Why shouldn't I be baptized?’ 
And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and 
the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized 
him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the 
Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see 
him again, but went on his way rejoicing.” Acts 8:35-39 (NIV)  

There is no reason to delay. As soon as you have decided to 
receive Christ as your  Savior and Lord, you can and should 
be baptized.  

Can my family be baptized together?  

Yes, if each family member has accepted Christ as their  
Savior, understands, the meaning of baptism, and has never 
been baptized before as a believer. Baptism is only needed 
once. It is important to remember that baptism is a personal 
statement of faith in Christ and not merely a family tradition. 
It is usually not wise to delay baptism while waiting for other 
family members to accept Christ. This puts undue pressure on 
them, delays your obedience, and forgoes giving them a 
wonderful example of obedience and commitment from 
watching your baptism.  

What should I wear when I’m baptized? 

Women should wear modest clothing such as a pair of shorts 
and dark shirt/blouse/T-shirt that is not see through or overly 
form-fitting. Men should wear shorts or bathing suits with an 
appropriate solid color T-shirt. Avoid wearing shirts with overt 
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pictures, logos, or slogans. Be sure and bring a change of 
clothing, a towel, a bag for your wet clothes, and an optional 
wash cloth/handkerchief (for holding over your nose and 
mouth when immersed). 

What happens during a baptism?  

We will welcome everyone to this special occasion and share 
with them briefly the significance of what is about to happen.  

You will then be asked to share your “story” of how you came 
to hear of Jesus Christ; decided to entrust yourself to Him to 
follow and obey Him as your Lord,  Savior, and King; and the 
differences you have seen/are seeing as a result of the new life 
He has given you.  

After the stories have been shared by everyone being 
baptized that day, you will be invited—one at a time—to 
come into the water where you will be baptized. The pastor/
leader will ask you to confirm your belief in Christ as your  
Savior and your desire to live your life for Him.  

Then he will place his hand on your back, grasp the wrist of 
the hand holding your washcloth, place your hand over your 
nose and mouth and lower you into and back up out of the 
water. As he lowers you into the water he will recite Christ’s 
commanded statement, “I baptize you in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son (Lord Jesus) and of the Holy Spirit.”  

When you leave the water following your baptism, dry off 
with your towel, but please do not change into dry clothes 
until everyone has been baptized.  

Feel free to invite your family and friends to attend your 
baptism. Please let us know if you have any special needs by 
contacting our office at info@myfaithcommunity.com.
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