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Dear Friends-

Jesus came with a message for the masses and yet was always focused on the individual.

This is so clearly seen in the story of the bleeding woman:

"At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. He turned around in the crowd and
asked, “Who touched my clothes?”
“You see the people crowding against you,” his disciples answered, “and yet you can ask, ‘Who touched
me?’ ”But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it. (Mark 5:30-32)

In the context of a crowd...even then...Jesus was focused on an individual. For Jesus, everyone was #1.

The last few months have found me in several places around the world. Below are some photos with
comments as well as some photos of the family.

Kuala Lumpur

I had the privilege of
spending time with a
"missional community"
of laborers. None of
these friends are "full-
time" Christian
workers. They are
connected to one
another and
committed to living out
the Great Commission
together.

Jakarta



This Navigator couple, over the
last several years, has formed
50+ of these missional
communities all over Jakarta, a
small town of 25 million people.

I so admire and respect their
commitment, love, and
perseverance. One of the key
ingredients for forming these
communities was that "everybody
is #1."

This missional community in Jakarta, made up of
Navigator-trained couples, mostly in their 50s, who
are all working in a variety of different kinds of
vocations. They are united by their love for one
another, their love for Christ, and their love of
advancing the Gospel right where they are.

Here is another one of these missional
communities, comprised of friends in
their 30s and 40s.

While in Jakarta, I also had the great privilege
of spending some time with student ministry
Navigator staff from Bandung.

We discussed the worth of the individual as
being vital in the advance of the Gospel.



Singapore

I was able to meet with and
learn from my Navigator
friend, Jerry. He is
Taiwanese and we had
coordinated a meeting in
Singapore as we were both
passing through. Our topic
had to do with helping
Navigators around Asia, like
those pictured above in
Jakarta and Kuala Lumpur,
to flourish. We also enjoyed
fish-head soup together.

Santo Domingo

In early August, in response to my
successor's request, I made a trip
to the DR to visit with the dear
people we were connected to
while there. A Navigator team of
Dominican laborers has been
forming and they are eager to
press ahead. As you can imagine,
this was a delight.

Each one of these is so
precious...and yet they are also so
precious, as a group.

More from Malaysia

The guy to my left in the red
shorts opened the gelato
shop behind us in order to
provide good gelato, to
employ young people and
invest in them, and in order
to advance the Gospel in
his community.

God is blessing his efforts. I
was amazed at his heart
and vision.



I was so impressed by his story and life. We were
able to get more time together and I noticed that
his shirt said this in small letters (hard to make
out below):

"Everyone is #1."

He lives this out in how he treats his customers
and young employees. In the midst of many
people, he is focusing on the individual.

For him, everyone is #1.

My kids surprised me with a half-birthday party. I
am still in my 40s.

With his braces just removed,
Augie is thrilled to show those
pearly whites.



Sophia loves our dog and is often found near him.

After recovering from major knee surgery (May
2021) and a broken leg (October 2021), Noelle
sustained a concussion when she hit her head on
the gym floor during a volleyball match. She is fine
now and has been cleared for all activity. Here she
is in the aftermath, not remembering a thing about
the day's events.

We are so glad to see her back in action. And so is
she.



Sophia has just entered those precarious and
unpredictable waters known as "Middle School."

Joy and I had a few days away together to celebrate
our anniversary in July. I am so thankful for her.



We are grateful for your
friendship, love, and backing of
our work.

In a few weeks, I will be sending a specific update on a new role we will have with the Navigators, starting
in January of 2023.

Regardless of contribution, may God help us all to see the individuals among the crowds of life.

Everyone is #1.
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